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Thank you, Grog Shop!



• About Assembly
• About the Creative Impact Fund 
– Eligibility 
– How to Apply 
– Selection Criteria
– Review Process

• Questions

Creative Impact Fund 
Agenda



Assembly for the Arts is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that serves 
the entire creative sector by focusing on advocacy, cultural policy, 

racial equity initiatives, research, marketing that elevates the region, 
and services for nonprofits, artists, and creative businesses. 

Assembly is governed by a volunteer board with a strong 
commitment to diversity and inclusion. 

A S S E M B L Y C L E . O R G



Artist Funding Programs
Background

• Investments in arts and culture help make Cleveland better. 
–Contributes to our quality of life (example: Eclipse Watch Parties)
–Economic impact on our region  

• Examples of recent investment in artists include: 
–Transformative Arts Fund | $3M investment in artist-led projects 

(City of Cleveland)
–Support for Artist Programs | $500K in grant programs 

(Cuyahoga Arts & Culture)



Artist Funding Programs
Funded by Cuyahoga Arts & Culture

• Support for Artist Programs | $500K in grant 
programs (Cuyahoga Arts & Culture)
– Assembly for the Arts: Creative Impact Fund and 

Rapid Action Grant
– Cleveland Public Theatre: Individual Artist Fund and 

Premiere Fellowship
– Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts Institute: Unidos por el 

Arte 
– Karamu House: Room in the House Fellowship
– SPACES: Urgent Art Fund

Made possible by Cuyahoga County Residents through a grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.
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Made possible by Cuyahoga County Residents through 
a grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.

www.assemblycle.org/artistfunding/



Creative Impact Fund 
Background

• Support for Artists Study to hear directly from artist 
what they need and want in funding programs 

• Conducted a survey and hosted a series of discussions 
with artists

• Key learnings:  
–  Larger grant amounts
–  Artists are “solopreneurs” who need the freedom to invest 

grant dollars however is needed to advance their creative 
practice 



Creative Impact Fund 
About

An unrestricted grant designed to support 
the growth of an artist’s creative practice 
and advance their impact on our region.

Applications open April 5 to May 31 



Creative Impact Fund 
Awarded artists receive:

• 17 artists will be awarded $10,000 in unrestricted funds  
• Business and professional development support 

(finance, marketing, other)
• Featured profile on Assembly’s website
• Dedicated support and advice from Assembly staff
• Networking opportunities + connections
• Assembly membership



Creative Impact Fund 
Eligibility

• Open to ALL artists and creatives defined as independent 
professionals who derive income from creating, performing, 
teaching, or supporting the development of creative work.

• This includes: 
–  Craft, Dance, Design, Film, Interdisciplinary Art, Media, Music, 

Theater, Performance, Traditional/Folk Art, Visual Art, 
Writing/Literary Art 

• Creating work from at least the last three years
• This program is for individual artists, NOT non-profit 

organizations or creative businesses.



Creative Impact Fund 
Eligibility

• Cuyahoga County residents
• Ages 18 or older
• NOT a board, staff, or immediate family member of 

Cuyahoga Arts & Culture, Assembly for the Arts, 
Cleveland Public Theatre, Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts 
Center, or SPACES

• NOT an awardee of the Creative Impact Fund in 2023
• NOT a jury member of an Assembly grant program



Creative Impact Fund 
Eligibility
• Artists can only be awarded one unrestricted grant in the same year. 

• Artists can be awarded more than one project grant, IF the grants are 
for different projects. 

Project Grants
• Unidos por el Arte (Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts Center)
• Urgent Art Fund (SPACES)
• Premiere Fellowship (Cleveland Public Theatre) 

Unrestricted Grants  
• Individual Artist Fund (Cleveland Public Theatre)
• Room in the House Fellowship (Karamu House)Creative Impact Fund 



• Application Deadline: Friday, May 31 at 11:59 pm 
• Jury reviews and scores applications: June
• Applicants notified of Jury’s decision: July – August
• Awardee announcement: August 

*These are approximate timeframes and subject to change.

Creative Impact Fund 
Timeline & Important Dates



Start your application on the Assembly website at 
www.assemblycle.org/cifprogram2024/

Creative Impact Fund 
How to Apply



Creative Impact Fund 
How to Apply: Accessibility Needs

If you have a disability & require assistance, 
please contact Assembly at grants@assemblycle.org

•Paper applications available (for access reasons only)

•Translation services are available upon request
•Translate Assembly’s website by clicking the 
“English” button at the bottom of any screen for a list of 
language options 

mailto:grants@assemblycle.org


Submittable

• Getting your account set up

• Safe listing notifications

• Save your login 



Prepare!

• Review the Guidelines

• Review the app + 
questions

• Collect your work files

• Start your draft in a 
separate document



The Components

• Artist contact info
• Residential address
• Digital media
• Narrative Qs
• Work samples
• Projected expenses
• Demographics

Center Your Creative 
Practice

• Digital presence

• Thoughtful narrative responses 

• High quality work samples

Creative Impact Fund 
Application



• Artist first + last name

• Phone

• Email

Creative Impact Fund 
Application – Contact Info



• Where you live more 
than 6 mos of the year.
 

• NOT your studio 
address unless it’s your 
primary place of 
residence. 

• *Additional verification 
required later

ARTISTS MUST BE 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY 
RESIDENTS. 

Creative Impact Fund 
Application – Residential Address



Include at least one form of your creative work online.

• Website
• Social Media
• Current articles, 

spotlights or profiles
• features via other 

venues 

Creative Impact Fund 
Application – Digital Media



Select no more than 
two (2)

Craft, Dance, Design, 
Film, Interdisciplinary, 
Media, Music, Theatre + 
Performance, Traditional 
/ Folk Arts, Visual Art, 
Writing, Literary

Review the Guidelines

Creative Impact Fund 
Application – Artistic Disciplines



(500 words)

• Your artistic philosophy 
and identity

• Not a bio
• Medium(s) you work in
• Themes + messages in 

your work
• Relevant awards, 

performances, 
exhibitions, etc.
 

Creative Impact Fund 
Application – Artist Statement



(500 words)

How does your work 
make a creative impact?

Describe how your work 
as an artist influences the 
world around you – 
socially, universally, 
physically, politically.
 

Creative Impact Fund 
Application – Creative Impact



(500 words)

• How do you intend to use 
these grant funds?

• How would CIF funds 
enhance or change your 
creative practice?

• What will the funds support? 

Creative Impact Fund 
Application – Artistic Intent



A streamlined and quality 
display of your creative work

• Recent work, created in the 
last 3-5 years. 

• Quality over quantity
• 8 minimum & 15 max files: 

Images, audio, text
• Ensure samples are high-

resolution, easy to read or 
listen to
 

Creative Impact Fund 
Work Samples



Creative Impact Fund 
Work Samples
Additional Specs:

• Include a Description Sheet
• Match your file uploads to your descriptions

Maximums + Minimums
• Image + Doc files 4 MB max / file
• Video + Audio files 150mb max /file
• Upload up to 5 media files (vid / audio) max of 2 min / file 
• Limit PDFs to 4 pages each



Not a formal budget

Provide a list of projected 
expenses your CIF grant will 
support

This will provide more info on 
your intent for the funds.

Download the template on the 
CIF page / Artist Tool Box.
 

Creative Impact Fund 
Application – Projected Expenses



 

Creative Impact Fund 

Use of Funds
$10K in unrestricted / flexible 
funds to support your artistic 
mission and creative vision 
however you see fit.

Please review the Guidelines 
closely.
 



 

Creative Impact Fund 
Finances + Reporting
IMPORTANT: CIF grant funds ARE TAXABLE income. 

Artists are responsible for:
• Submitting a W-9 to Assembly (you’ll receive a 1099 at tax time)
• Signing a grant agreement
• Managing taxes for their grant
• Keeping track of their expenses
• Submitting a final report to Assembly at the end of their grant year 
• (this includes an expense report, so be sure to save your receipts)
• You’ll receive 90% of your grant up front. The last 10% will be disbursed 

when you submit your final report.
 



Creative Impact Fund
Selection Criteria

1. Actively creating for at least the last three years.

2. Innovation in your creative practice including: originating new work, experimenting with 
new ideas, taking risks and pushing boundaries in your field.

3. Completeness and quality of your application.

4. Creatively impacts your neighborhood or community, or looks at new ways to address 
social, personal, political, community and/or global themes.

5. Thoughtful and well-executed work (it’s clear that you spend significant time 
thinking about and creating your work).

6. Inventive and thought-provoking engagement with viewers, audiences, and participants.



Creative Impact Fund
Review Process

3 to 5-person jury:
• Artists, arts administrators, and community leaders

• Several members of the jury from outside of Greater Cleveland

Reviewed by the jury after the May 31, 2024 deadline.
• closed format

• based on the application selection criteria

• email communication approximately 6 weeks after the application deadline

• Jury comments and feedback will be available upon request.



Support

grants@assemblycle.org

https://assemblycle.org/cifprogram2024/

FAQs coming soon!

mailto:grants@assemblycle.org
https://assemblycle.org/cifprogram2024/


Thank you!
Questions?
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