Creative Impact Fund
Information Session

Presented by Deidre McPherson & Meg Matko
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APRIL 2024 | B-Side at the Grog Shop assembly.
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Thank you, Grog Shop!
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* About Assembly

 About the Creative Impact Funad
— Eligibility
— How to Apply
— Selection Criteria
— Review Process

e Questions




ASSEMBLYCLE.ORG

AN assembly.

Assembly for the Arts is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that serves
the entire creative sector by focusing on advocacy, cultural policy,
racial equity initiatives, research, marketing that elevates the region,
and services for nonprofits, artists, and creative businesses.

Assembly Is governed by a volunteer board with a strong
commitment to diversity and inclusion.



Artist Funding Programs

* [Investments in arts and culture help make Cleveland better.
—Contributes to our quality of life (example: Eclipse Watch Parties)
—Economic impact on our region

« Examples of recent investment in artists include:

—Transformative Arts Fund | $3M investment in artist-led projects
(City of Cleveland)

—Support for Artist Programs | $500K in grant programs A‘
(Cuyahoga Arts & Culture)

assembly.

FOR THE ARTS



Artist Funding Programs

| $500K in grant
programs (Cuyahoga Arts & Culture)

. Creative Impact Fund and
Rapid Action Grant

. Individual Artist Fund and
Premiere Fellowship

. Unidos por el
Arte

. Room In the House Fellowship
. Urgent Art Fund

Made possible by Cuyahoga County Residents through a grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.

cuyahoga

arts & culture

strengthening commun ity



M'adeqpos&ble by Cuyahoga County 'Residents through
a grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
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Creative
Background

* Support for Artists Study to hear directly from artist
what they need and want in funding programs

 Conducted a survey and hosted a series of discussions
With artists

- Key learnings:
— Larger grant amounts

— Artists are “solopreneurs” who need the freedom to invest A\
grant dollars however Is needed to advance their creative -
practice assembly.

FOR THE ARTS




Creative
About

An unrestricted grant designed to support
the growth of an artist’'s creative practice
and advance their impact on our region.

Applications open April 5 to May 31

A

assembly.

RRRRRRRRRR



Creative
Awarded artists receive:

« 17 artists will be awarded $10,000 in unrestricted funds

 Business and professional development support
(finance, marketing, other)

 Featured profile on Assembly’'s website
 Dedicated support and advice from Assembly staff
 Networking opportunities + connections

« Assembly membership I_\

assembly.
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 Open to ALL artists and creatives defined as independent
professionals who derive income from creating, performing,
teaching, or supporting the development of creative work.

 This includes:

— Craft, Dance, Design, Film, Interdisciplinary Art, Media, Music,
Theater, Performance, Traditional/Folk Art, Visual Art,
Writing/Literary Art

» Creating work from at least the last three years

* This program is for individual artists, NOT non-profit
organizations or creative businesses.

eative L
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 Cuyahoga County residents
 Ages 18 or older

 NOT a board, staff, or immediate family member of
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture, Assembly for the Arts,
Cleveland Public Theatre, Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts
Center, or SPACES

« NOT an awardee of the Creative Impact Fund in 2023
« NOT a jury member of an Assembly grant program

eative L

bi
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» Artists can only be awarded one unrestricted grant in the same year.

* Artists can be awarded more than one project grant, IF the grants are
for different projects.

Project Grants

* Unidos por el Arte (Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts Center)
* Urgent Art Fund (SPACES)

* Premiere Fellowship (Cleveland Public Theatre)

Unrestricted Grants
* Individual Artist Fund (Cleveland Public Theatre)
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assembly.
Timeline & Important Dates y
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« Application Deadline: Friday, May 31 at 11:59 pm

e Jury reviews and scores applications: June

« Applicants notified of Jury's decision: July — August
 Awardee announcement: August

*These are approximate timeframes and subject to change.



Creative A
How to Apply

assembly.

FOR THE ARTS

www.assemblycle.org/cifbrogram?2024/

Applications Now Application Toolbox

Open
\ assembly P
# PROJECTED EXPENSE FORM
»
creatlve Submission Deadline:
r,. ¥ Friday, May 31, 2024 at
> 11:59 pm.

222

Open to all arts disciplines.
17 Artists receive 510,000

in unrestricted funds. (1 GUIDELINES
Applications open April 5 to May 31

l
...)}

APPLY HERE
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How to Apply: Accessibility Needs
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If you have a disability & require assistance,
please contact Assembly at

» Paper applications avallable (for access reasons only)

@ * Translation services are avallable upon request

* Translate Assembly's website by clicking the
"English” button at the bottom of any screen for a list of
language options

@


mailto:grants@assemblycle.org

Submittable I.....

Sign In

- Getting your account set up Welcome!

Create your free Submittable account to get started.

- Safe listing notifications

Confirm email

e Save your login

Confirm password

First name Last name

[0 Powered by Submittable




Prepare:

Review the Cuidelines

Review the app +
questions

Collect your work files

« Start your draftin a
separate document
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Application
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« Artist contact info

e Resi
Ital media

* Dig
* Nar
« Wo

* Proj

dential address

* Digital presence

rative Qs  Thoughtful narrative responses

'k samples  High quality work samples

ected expenses

« Demographics



Creative
Application - Contact Info £S

2024 Creative Impact Fund Application

Technical Guestions?

(B L= .

Check out the Submitter Rescurce Center or contact Sub

Other Guestions?

e Artist first + last name e

Artist Contact Information

e Phone

e Emall

Phone Mumber ™

Email *

1ailevamole com




Creative
Application - Residential Address @&

Residential Address

The CIF iz open to indrvidual artists that reside in Cuyahoga County. Artists must be able to provide a verifisble residential addrezs (the locetion where you lhve
more than & months out of the year).
Artists may not use their studio address unless it is their primary place of residence

 Where you live more
than 6 mos of the year.

« NOT your studio
address unless it's your
primary place of
residence.

« *Additional verification
required later




Creative
Application - Digital Media [l

« Website

 Soclal Media

« Current articles,
spotlights or profiles
 features via other
venues Social Media or Digital Media °




Creative
Application - Artistic Disciplines

Artistic Disciplines

Select up 1o two disciplines that best represent your creative practice. We encourage focusing In on your strongest work area(s).

Please select up to two (2) artistic discipline(s) ~

Craft (ceramics, fiber, glazs, Jewelry, metals, texilles)

Craft, Dance, Design,

Film, Interdisciplinary, Design fashion, arephc ndusta, biec, a formsof achtecure)

M e d | 3 ’ M US | C, T h e t re + Film (flmmakers, cinematography, directing, screenwriting, animation]

p e r.[: ormanc e’ ——ra d | t | 0ONa | Interdisciplinary (work creating Intentional connections between multiple creative disciplines)

/ Folk Arts, Visual Art,

Writing, Literary Thestre & erformance (drecting,piaywiing, puppety, et desan, Ighting/ntalatio,and performance r

Medila (work at the Intersectlon of technology, content creatlon, aesthetlics, stonytelling, and digital cultures)

R eVi eW t h e G u id e I i n es Wisual Art (ipainting, sculpture, photography, Installation, performance art, sound art, video, printmaking, llustration, drawing)

Writing / Literary Arts (fiction, nonfiction, poetry, spoken word, literature for children, criticism, graphic novels, Journalism, arts writing)




Creative
Application - Artist Statement

Artist Statement

Please provide a clear statement that describes yvour overall creative philosophy and vison as an artist. Your artist statement may Include:

« Your preferred mediums and forms of expression

YO U r a rtiSti C p h i I OSO p hy = Your artistic Identity and how you approach your art-making

» What messages you Intend to convey through your work

and identity ¢ S0cie. 0195al personal o poltical tnemes you reguir address 1 your otk

Not a bio o 2Ona! SUBEOT WG YU ATt Siatement You may refer 1 ASsembly S AMet T00/b0x Basice
Medium(s) you work in
Themes + messages In
your work

Relevant awards,
performances,

exhibitions, etc.

Please write your artist statement in the box below. ™

Limit: 500 we




Creative
Application - Creative Impact

Creative Impact
Your worlk, as an artlst affects and changes the environment around you, the people who experience It and others who collaborate with wou In creating

Please describe how you as an artist use yvour work io Influence the envirenment around you - soclally, universally, physically, poliically or In other ways - and

H OW d oes yo u r Wo r k how your work makes a creative Impact In the |:r d. This may be direct or Indirect, subtle or large-scale, but consider how your art changes perceptions,
() ) 7 challenges the status quo or seeks to Improve our human experience.
make a creative impact?

Please write your statement of creative impact in the box below. ™

Describe how your work
as an artist influences the
world around you —
socially, universally,
physically, politically.




Creative
Application - Artistic Intent

Artistic Intent

0 The Creatlive Impact Fund Is not a project-speciflc grant, however, we would like to better understand your plans as an artlst If you are funded through this
How do you intend to use

Pleaze describe yvour creative year ahead and your artistic goals should vou recelve a CIF grant.

these grant funds?

* How CIF funds would enhance or change your creative practice.

'l.-'l'--f ~charte of vaur cregthve ractice will be most sunoorted wi n the :; '-E|'_|t.

v be used to cover dally living expenses to help you sustain vour creative practice).

® I_l OW W O u | d C | F f u n d S . Vmat the grant v enat }I'-' o _-:::|;'||:|I|-5_r" -:I: an art':;t:-'uat otherwise may not be attainable.
enhance or change your
creative practice?

Please write your statement of artistic intent in the box below. *

« What will the funds support?




Creative

Work Samples D

Work Samples

Your work sample files should be a streamlined, quality display of your artistic work and will be used to evaluate your application. Applicants are required to
provide evidence of artistic work that has been created in the last 3-5 years. Please remember jury members will review all you Include In your application, so
choose your best work and consider quality over quantity

Include between 8 (minimum) and 15 (maximum) work samples.
No more than 15 files total across all file types/media
Older work samples are acceptable but must be accompanied by evidence of more recent work.

Ensure that your work samples are high-resolution, easy to view, read or listen to.

- Recent work, created in the o o e e o e, B s S5 e
last 3-5 years.

* Quality over quantity

¢ 8 minimum & 15 max files:
Images, audio, text

 Ensure samples are high- STT—
resolution, easy to read or
listen to

Upload Your Work Samples ~




Creative
Work Samples

* Include a Description Sheet
« Match your file uploads to your descriptions

« Image + Doc files 4 MB max / file

+ Video + Audio files 1I50mlb max /file

« Upload up to 5 media files (vid / audio) max of 2 min / file
 Limit PDFs to 4 pages each



Creative
Application - Projected Expenses =

Projected Expenses

Please provide a list of projected expenses that vour CIF grant will support. ¥You are not required to submit a detalled budget, but this should provide more

Information on your Intent for these grant funds.

Please see the CIF Guidelines for eligible and Ineligible uses of grant funds and download the Projected Expense Form template to complete and upload In the

Provide a list of projected Pecss ces the O Guidefines
eX p e n SeS yo U r C I I: g r a n t Wi | | If you are using the expense femplate, be sure to save your work In the document before you upload
S u p po rt Upload your projected expense sheet *

This will provide more info on
your intent for the funds.




Creative

Use of Funds

$10K in unrestricted / flexible
funds to support your artistic
mission and creative vision
however you see fit.

Please review the Guidelines
closely.

A\ ﬂssemb|y. 2024 Creative Impact Fund Guidelines

W FOR THE ARTS

Eligible Expenses (not limited to):

Studio costs (upkeep, maintenance, rent, utilities)
Travel expenses related to your artistic endeavors, as approved in the artist CIF
agreement; grantees with questions regarding eligible expenses should contact
Assembly.
Creative and artistic needs including:

Supplies and materials

Technology

Contract services

Personal artist fees

Marketing and communications

Research and development

o Space or venue rental

Other operating expenses related to your artistic endeavors, as approved in the artist
CIF agreement; grantees with questions regarding eligible expenses should contact
Assembly.

Ineligible Expenses

lllegal activity

Political campaign endorsement
Gambling activity

Alcohaol

Travel outside of the U.S.

Debt repayment

Fundraising expenses

Contributions or donations to external causes or organizations



Creative

Finances + Reporting =3

Artists are responsible for:

 Submitting a W-9 to Assembly (you'll recelve a 1099 at tax time)
* Signing a grant agreement

 Managing taxes for their grant

« Keeping track of their expenses

« Submitting a final report to Assembly at the end of their grant year
* (this includes an expense report, so be sure to save your receipts)

* You'll recelve 90% of your grant up front. The last 10% will be disbursed
when you submit your final report.



Creative qsf;‘n‘bl
Selection Criteria '

for at least the last three years.

IN your creative practice including: originating new work, experimenting with
new ideas, taking risks and pushing boundaries in your field.

of your application.

4. Creatively , or looks at new ways to address
social, personal, political, commmunity and/or global themes.

(it's clear that you spend significant time
thinking about and creating your work).

6. Inventive and thought-provoking with viewers, audiences, and participants.



Creative
Review Process

Al

assembly.

FOR THE ARTS

« Artists, arts administrators, and community leaders

« Several members of the jury from outside of Greater Cleveland

* closed format
* pbased on the application selection criteria

 emall communication approximately 6 weeks af

ter the application deadline

« Jury comments and feedback will be available upon request.



Support

grants@assemblycle.org

https://assemblycle.org/cifprogram2024/

FAQs coming soon!

Al

assembly.
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mailto:grants@assemblycle.org
https://assemblycle.org/cifprogram2024/

Thank you!

Questions?
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